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Joining Forces to Make a Bigger Splash

The ten members of the Arizona Municipal Water Users Association
(AMWUA) carry on Arizona's long-standing tradition of working
together to ensure a dependable water supply to meet current and
future needs. AMWUA members work across all levels of government
and all water-use sectors to plan for and manage diverse water
sources. Current members — Avondale, Chandler, Gilbert, Glendale,
Goodyear, Mesa, Peoria, Phoenix, Scottsdale, and Tempe — unite as
AMWUA, using a comprehensive approach to the complexities of
water resource management to meet their communities' needs for
an evolving desert lifestyle.

Decades of supply management, planning, and preparation have gone
into the development of AMWUA municipalities’ water resources.
For forty years, AMWUA members have worked together on water
legislation, water resource management, and water conservation.
AMWUA member municipalities carefully manage resources, promote
sound water management policies, implement new technologies,
and administer innovative water conservation programs to
make the best use of their water supplies. AMWUA members
demonstrate stewardship and planning for the efficient use of four
sources of water — in-state rivers, Colorado River, groundwater, and
reclaimed water — to preserve and enhance their quality of life
and economic vitality.



The water coming out of your faucet may have traveled hundreds
of miles to get to you or emerged from the ground beneath your
feet. A reliable water supply provides water where it is needed,
when it is needed. AMWUA members deliver water from multiple
sources through judicious stewardship, planning, and water resource
management to maximize the water supply and prepare for future
growth, drought, and climate change.

AMWUA MEMBER WATER USE

Balancing Multiple Sources

37%

519%

In-state River Water 51%
Colorado River Water 37%
Groundwater 7%
Reclaimed Water 5%
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Source: Based on reports compiled by the Arizona Municipal Water
Users Association, 2007



Surface Water

Surface water provides the primary component for much of AMWUA's
water supply. Surface water depends on yearly snowmelt and rain to
nurture extensive river systems that sustain recreation and generate
power. Surface water is influenced by fluctuations that accentuate
the importance of efficient water use and management. Our region
has two surface water sources: the in-state rivers — Salt, Verde, and
Agua Fria — and the Colorado Rivers.

In-state Rivers

The in-state river system supplies a majority of the water used by
AMWUA members. Salt River Project manages the system of
canals, dams, reservoirs, and wells that distribute water, generate
power, and provide some of Arizona's magnificent recreational
areas. Reservoirs along the system provide water storage during
wet periods for use during dry periods. These reservoirs provide a
critical element of AMWUA members' water management strategy.

Colorado River

Colorado River water travels hundreds of miles through Arizona to
reach AMWUA municipalities; it is a vital ingredient of a diverse
water supply. Central Arizona Project delivers this water to Maricopa,
Pima, and Pinal counties.

For Arizona, one of three states sharing water from the lower Colorado
River, a comprehensive and collaborative approach to regional water
issues has helped to secure water supplies. AMWUA member
municipalities contributed to discussions leading to the landmark
2007 Lower Basin Shortage Guidelines and Coordinated Management
Strategies and participated in the Arizona Water Rights Settlement
Act of 2004.



Groundwater
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Banking on the Future

Four decades of water resource planning and management, coupled
with four water sources, have stabilized existing assets and created
a reliable and secure water future. AMWUA members' efforts to
store water underground for the future are not reflected in current
water usage figures; they are capital for future resource planning
and management.

Through their own efforts, and through partnerships with Salt River
Project and Central Arizona Project, AMWUA members store excess
Colorado River water, in-state river water, and reclaimed water
through groundwater recharge. AMWUA members also support
the efforts of the Arizona Water Banking Authority and will be
beneficiaries of much of the underground storage carried out by
that entity.

Artificial groundwater recharge stores water in the aquifer for later
use to relieve drought or meet growing demand. Underground
storage also benefits the aquifer, improving water quality and
stabilizing water levels. Underground storage utilizes the large, deep
aquifers beneath Central Arizona and state-of-the-art technology
to directly inject or enhance seepage into the existing aquifer.

AMWUA municipalities have stored 1,341,682 acre-feet of water
for their long-term water supply.



One for Water™

AMWUA members will continue to achieve their water supply goals
through innovative water management practices in conjunction
with strategic partnerships, infrastructure improvements utilizing
new technologies, participation in regional water conservation

efforts, and by driving public policy.

Our partnerships in the community are a measure of our success.

Together we are One for Water™.

For more information on all of our water resource management

efforts, visit www.AMWUA.org, or call 602-248-8482.
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