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Public Notice Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02 

ARIZONA MUNICIPAL WATER USERS ASSOCIATION 
MANAGEMENT BOARD 

 
MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 

 
Wednesday, March 14, 2018 – 10:00 a.m. 

 
Arizona Municipal Water Users Association 

Board Conference Room 
3003 North Central Avenue, Suite 1550 

Phoenix, Arizona 85012 
 
A.  Call to Order 

B.  General Business—Items for Discussion and Possible Action 

1. Approval of the Minutes from the February 14, 2018 Meeting 

2. Schedule Next Meeting Date: Wednesday, April 11, 2018, 10:00 a.m. 

3. 2018 Legislative Update 

4. AMWUA Annual Action Plan 

5. Presentation on Proposed Alamo Dam Release 

C.  Management Board Members’ Updates 

D.  Executive Director’s Report 

E.  Future Agenda Items 

F.  Adjournment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
*The order of the agenda may be altered or changed by the AMWUA Management Board. 
 

More information about AMWUA public meetings is available in the AMWUA office, online at 
www.amwua.org/what-we-do/public-meetings, or by request. 



	

 
	

AGENDA ITEM #1 

 
 

MANAGEMENT BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

February 14, 2018 
 
VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT  
 

Mr. Kevin Artz, Avondale, Chairman 
Mr. Chris Hassert for Mr. Jake West, Mesa 
Mr. John Knudson, Chandler 
Mr. Craig Johnson, Glendale 
Ms. Karen Peters, Phoenix 
Ms. Kathy Rall for Mr. Brian Biesemeyer, Scottsdale 
Ms. Holly Rosenthal, Tempe 
Mr. Javier Setovich, Goodyear 
Mr. Mike Weber, Peoria 

 
VOTING MEMBERS NOT PRESENT – EXCUSED  
 

Ms. Jessica Marlow, Gilbert 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
 

Gretchen Baumgardner, Tempe Brett Fleck, AMWUA Diana Piña, AMWUA  
Jessica Blazina, Avondale Lacey James, Avondale Michael Schiffer 
Cynthia Campbell, Phoenix Sam Jaskolski, AMWUA Tony Staffaroni, CAP 
Gregg Capps, Chandler Pat Kossan, AMWUA Warren Tenney, AMWUA 
Brian Draper, Mesa Brian Payne, AMWUA Theresa Ulmer, Ulmer Consulting 
Alan Dulaney, Peoria Haley Paul, Gilbert Carol Ward-Morris, AMWUA 
Kathy Ferris, AMWUA Stuart Peckham, SRP  

 
A.  Call to Order 

 
Mr. Artz called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. 
 

B. General Business – Items for Discussion and Possible Action 
 

1. Approval of the Minutes from the January 10, 2018 Meeting 
 

Upon a motion by Mr. Johnson and second by Ms. Peters, the AMWUA Management 
Board unanimously approved the January 10, 2018 meeting minutes. 
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2. Next meeting scheduled: Wednesday, March 14, 2018, 10:00 a.m., in the AMWUA office 
 

 3. 2018 Legislative Update 
 

Mr. Tenney reviewed a presentation to provide an update on current legislation.  
 
Mr. Tenney stated that SB 1507 and HB 2512: water program amendments, identical 
omnibus bills, have been introduced by Senator Griffin and Representative Bowers. He 
said these bills do not include the language that was agreed upon during negotiations 
between the Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR) and key legislators; 
however, negotiations are still occurring that will determine how things unfold over the 
next few months. Both bills include language on the following issues: desalination action 
plan, interstate transportation of water, containerized plants and irrigation 
grandfathered rights, Pinal Active Management Area (AMA) extinguishment credits, AMA 
management plans beyond 2025, effluent definition, natural resource conservation 
districts, adequate water supply requirements, sovereign immunity for the Central 
Arizona Water Conservation District (CAWCD), and interstate agreements.  
 
Mr. Tenney noted that neither SB 1507 nor HB 2512 address the issue of forbearance 
programs, which was an item the Governor’s Office had requested be included in the 
water bill. Mr. Tenney reported that AMWUA has been voicing to the legislature its overall 
concerns with the two bills: the proposed language raises questions rather than clarifies 
and is regressive in some cases; the proposed language includes the same language that 
AMWUA actively opposed two years ago regarding adequate water supply requirements 
(Sierra Vista); and the challenges facing Arizona’s Colorado River water are not addressed. 
He also detailed AMWUA’s concerns regarding each issue within each bill.  
 
Ms. Peters asked if the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation has weighed in on the forbearance 
issue and whether or not there is an interference with CAWCD’s Section 5 contract. Ms. 
Ferris said Reclamation agreed with ADWR that the Tribes are a contractor under the 2007 
guidelines and have the ability to create intentionally created surplus (Tribal ICS).   
 
Mr. Tenney discussed that the issues included in SB 1507 were also each introduced as 
individual component bills: SB 1508, SB 1509, SB 1510, SB 1511, SB 1512, SB 1513, SB 
1514, SB 1515, and SB 1516. He stated that AMWUA staff recommends opposing SB 1507, 
HB 2512, and the individual component bills. He said the bills are moving and as they 
move forward, AMWUA should support ADWR’s position unless it negatively impacts 
AMWUA members. He also emphasized the importance of having an overall water 
package rather than individual bills, as was agreed upon during the Governor’s Water 
Solutions Conversation. 
 
Ms. Peters commented that it is disappointing and surprising that the bills introduced do 
not reflect the urgency of the situation and the need to act on Colorado River issues. She 
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said this will cause the AMWUA members to be even more aggressive looking ahead and 
preparing for shortage.  
 
Mr. Knudson noted that a bill regarding construction wages that could drive up 
construction costs for the cities that may be important to AMWUA. Mr. Payne said 
AMWUA is following a number of bills—including the one Mr. Knudson was referring to—
that were not included in the Management Board packet. Mr. Payne stated that this bill 
[HB 2429] has not gone forward and he does not think it will move forward, but AMWUA 
will continue to monitor it. Mr. Tenney said while AMWUA does not assume the bill will 
go forward, the Management Board may vote to go on the record as having a position.  
 
Mr. Tenney reviewed other introduced legislation of interest to AMWUA. AMWUA 
recommends monitoring the following bills:  
 

• SB 1475 and HB 2581: would develop standard measures to define ecological water 
needs in Arizona, problematic due to language and impact to water rights. 

• SB 1493: would allow the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) to 
establish a Dredge and Permit Program consistent with the federal program, 
meaning the State would take responsibility for the program rather than the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

• SB 1494: ADEQ would establish a permit program to meet the minimum federal 
requirements for injection wells. ADEQ would take the responsibility for the 
program as a state rather than have it be under the EPA.  

• HB 2552: would establish a desalination action study committee to look at 
impediments to using high salinity water. 

• HB 2556: would require the ADEQ Director to review existing limitations with high 
salinity water and determine potential for improving its quality for supplementing 
supplies. 

• HB 2608: would require annual reporting of groundwater withdrawals in Mohave 
County. 

 

Ms. Peters commented that, years ago, Phoenix was opposed to the change that required 
ADEQ to take on the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) from EPA 
for reasons due to capability and resources. She said the EPA did not charge for NPDES 
permits, but ADEQ does and she sees a pattern that the same will occur with the Dredge 
and Permit Program and the Underground Injection Control permit program if SB 1493 
and SB 1494 are passed into law.  
 
Upon a motion by Ms. Peters and a second by Mr. Johnson, the AMWUA Management 
Board unanimously approved to recommend that the AMWUA Board of Directors take 
the following legislative positions:  
 

Oppose: SB 1507 & HB 2512 and the individual component bills. As bills move forward, 
support ADWR’s position unless it negatively impacts AMWUA’s members. 

Monitor: SB 1475 & HB 2581, SB 1493, SB 1494, HB 2552, HB 2556, HB 2608, HB 2429 
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4. Analysis of Water Transfers 
 

Mr. Payne shared a presentation overviewing his analysis on water transfers in Arizona, 
The Transfer and Movement of Water in Arizona. Mr. Payne explained what water 
transfers are, what they mean for Arizona and its future, and highlighted the three types 
of transfers explored in the analysis: Colorado River mainstem transfers, groundwater 
transportation transfers, and sever and transfers. Regarding groundwater transportation 
transfers, Mr. Payne gave an example of the City of Scottsdale acquiring 1,200 acres in 
the Harquahala Valley, which would allow Scottsdale to wheel approximately 3,600 acre 
feet of water per year through the Central Arizona Project (CAP). 
 
Mr. Weber asked if the water rights involved in the City of Scottsdale example are Type 2 
rights. Ms. Ferris said this water right is not an irrigation grandfathered right because the 
Harquahala Valley is outside of an AMA, but rather located in an irrigation non-expansion 
area. She said state statute specifies a certain quantity of water that can be transferred 
by a political subdivision after they buy the land. 
 

5. Contract for Reprinting of Landscape Plants for the Arizona Desert Publication 
 

Mr. Tenney stated that AMWUA’s popular publication, Landscape Plants for the Arizona 
Desert, is currently being updated and will be reprinted this Fiscal Year. He reported that 
after receiving three bids, AMWUA has selected a printer and is currently taking orders 
to determine the exact quantity to be printed. He noted that AMWUA will recover the 
cost of printing and delivery from the organizations placing orders as they will be invoiced 
for their order’s share; however, because the cost of printing will be over $30,000, 
AMWUA Board approval is required. . 
 
Mr. Weber asked if any significant changes are included in the update to the publication. 
Ms. Ward-Morris stated that no major changes to the book are planned for this reprint 
other than AMWUA updating the botanical and common names of the plants in 
coordination with the recent update of ADWR’s Phoenix AMA regulatory plant list 
 
Ms. Rosenthal asked which edition this reprint of Landscape Plants will be. Ms. Ward-
Morris said this reprint will be the sixth edition of the book and noted there are currently 
more than 1.5 million copies of it in circulation. 
 
Mr. Setovich asked how this expense appears in the budget. Ms. Ward-Morris said this 
expense will not appear in AMWUA’s budget because it is a pass-through expense. She 
added that AMWUA takes orders, coordinates with the printer, pays the printer, and then 
recovers the cost of printing and delivery only from the members and partners. 
 
Upon a motion by Mr. Weber and second by Mr. Johnson, the AMWUA Management 
Board unanimously voted to recommend that the AMWUA Board of Directors approve 
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the Executive Director to enter into a contract based on the estimate provided for the 
reprint of Landscape Plants for the Arizona Desert.  
 

6. AMWUA Quarterly Financial Statements – Second Quarter 
 

Mr. Tenney reported that AMWUA’s second quarter Statement of Revenues and 
Expenses show that AMWUA is operating efficiently within its resources and is roughly 
$9,000 under budget as of December 2017. 
 
Upon a motion by Mr. Johnson and a second by Mr. Setovich, the AMWUA Management 
Board unanimously voted to recommend that the AMWUA Board of Directors accept the 
quarterly financial statements as presented.  
 

C. Board Members’ Updates 
 

The Management Board members were invited to report on water activities in their 
city/town. 
 
Goodyear: Mr. Setovich reported that the City of Goodyear will be getting a new city manager 
on February 20th: Julie Arendall from the City of Peoria.  

 
D. Executive Director’s Report 
 

Mr. Tenney reported that last week, the CAWCD Water Quality Standards Task Force met for 
an update on the effort to develop a water quality standard for non-project water introduced 
into the CAP canal. At the meeting, Mr. Tenney gave an update on AMWUA’s stakeholder 
group’s efforts and emphasized the concern of overanalyzing every possible scenario of non-
project water being introduced and the importance of regular reviews of the water quality 
standard and allowing known projects to move forward so we can learn from them. Leslie 
Meyers of the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation also noted the importance of creating flexibility 
while recognizing the risk. The Task Force requested that CAWCD staff develop a proposal for 
how to proceed, present it at a meeting in March, and then allow one month for stakeholders 
to respond. Mr. Tenney said the understanding is that CAWCD staff will build from AMWUA’s 
stakeholder proposal.  
 
Mr. Tenney stated that CAWCD’s Excess Water Task Force presented a recommendation that 
incorporates AMWUA’s proposal for better accounting of excess water to the CAWCD Board 
and will be voted upon at the March 1st meeting. AMWUA voiced appreciation to the Excess 
Water Task Force and staff for working with them.  
 
Mr. Tenney reported that at this week’s Groundwater Users Advisory Council meeting, ADWR 
staff stated that the 4th Management Plan for the Phoenix AMA will be further delayed due 
to staffing changes.  
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E. Future Agenda Items 
 

There were no requests for future agenda items.  
 
F.  Adjournment 
 

With no further items to discuss, upon a motion by Ms. Peters and a second by Mr. Setovich, 
Mr. Artz unanimously adjourned the meeting at 11:06 a.m.  



 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM #3 
 
  

 

MANAGEMENT BOARD  
INFORMATION SUMMARY 

March 14, 2018 

 
2018 Legislative Update 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN REFERENCE 
 
Objectives – Safeguard Water Supplies; Reinforce Groundwater Management; Prepare for 
Impacts of Drought & Shortage; Augment Supplies; Elevate the Benefit of Water Reuse; Minimize 
Financial Impacts 
Collaboration – Legislature; Arizona Department of Water Resources; Salt River Project; Central 
Arizona Project; Water Community 
 
SUMMARY 
The legislative session is moving forward. The next major legislative deadline is March 23rd, the 
last day for House consideration of Senate bills and Senate consideration of House bills, though 
still subject to exceptions.  
 
This summary will first discuss the key water legislation introduced this session. It will then 
discuss other legislation the Board has taken a position on that is moving through the legislative 
process. The remainder of this summary will review legislation which at the present time appears 
to be not moving forward. AMWUA staff would be pleased to answer any questions Board 
members may have regarding the bills included in this summary and any others. 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
It is recommended that the AMWUA Management Board discuss and ask questions regarding 
legislation impacting AMWUA’s members. Depending on legislative action before the March 14, 
2018 meeting, the AMWUA Management Board may be asked to provide direction regarding 
legislation to the AMWUA Board. 
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Key Water Legislation  
 
SB 1507 & HB 2512: Water program amendments (Griffin, Bowers).  
 
The most substantive portions of these omnibus water bills do the following: (1) Requires the 
Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR) Director to prepare a desalination action plan 
and present it to key state leaders; (2) In addition to the Director, the Legislature must approve 
any transportation of water from the State, whether it be surface water, groundwater, or other 
water; (3) Allows persons holding a certificate of irrigation grandfathered right to exercise that 
right to withdraw groundwater for containerized plants; (4) Provides detailed criteria for the 
ADWR Director to calculate the volume of extinguishment credits for the extinguishment of 
grandfathered rights in the Pinal Active Management Area (AMA); (5) Creates an additional 10-
year active management plan-the Sixth Management Plan from 2025 to 2035; (6) States that for 
the purposes of ADWR's informational materials, the word "effluent" should be defined as 
"recycled water"; (7) Places oversight of the Division of Natural Resource Conservation in the 
Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire Management; (8) Allows the board of supervisors in a 
non-AMA county that has adopted a mandatory 100-year adequate water supply requirement to 
vote unanimously to not readopt the requirement; (9) States that a multi-county water 
conservation district (i.e. Central Arizona Water Conservation District (CAWCD)) shall not assert 
the defense of immunity in litigation brought by a water user to enforce the terms of a water 
delivery contract or subcontract; and (10) Requires both ADWR and CAWCD to inform the other 
if one is a party to discussions or negotiations of interstate agreements involving Colorado River 
water.  
 
The House version of this bill, H.B 2512, passed the House on a largely party-line vote on 
February 21st.  
 
The Senate version of this bill, S.B. 1507, was amended on the floor on March 1st. The 
amendments are as follows: (1) Removes the requirement that the Legislature approve water 
transfers out of the state and instead requires notification of key legislative leaders; (2) Removes 
the effluent provision; (3) Removes the sovereign immunity provision; and (4) Removes the 
requirement for ADWR and CAWCD to notify the other involving agreements and negotiations. 
Even with the amended changes, the bill failed to pass the full Senate on March 5th by a 15–15 
vote.   
 
AMWUA Position: Oppose SB 1507, HB 2512, and the related individual component bills. As these 
bills move forward, AMWUA recommends supporting ADWR’s position unless it negatively 
impacts AMWUA members.  
 
SB 1508 & HB 2551: Water; desalination action plan (Griffin, Bowers).These bills require the 
ADWR Director to prepare a desalination action plan that, among other things, considers costs 
of brackish water treatment, and identifies areas of the State where brackish groundwater exists 
and areas that could benefit from treated brackish supplies. The plan may also evaluate potential 
bi-national agreements or projects with respect to ocean desalination. The Director must submit 
a report to designated state leadership by September 30, 2019. As amended, the language 
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requires an evaluation of the sources of brackish water, as well as impacts to water supplies of 
users in the area if water is withdrawn and treated. Desalination has an important role to play in 
Arizona's water management. However, this language appears to codify what the State is largely 
already doing as part of the Governor's Water Augmentation Council. 
 
The bill passed the full House on February 20th. An identical version passed the Senate on 
February 22nd.   
 
AMWUA Position: Oppose   
 
SB 1509: Water; interstate sales (Griffin). Under current law, a person may not transport water 
from Arizona to another state without approval from the Director of ADWR. As introduced, this 
bill stated that in addition to the Director, the Legislature must approve any transportation of 
water from the State, whether it be surface water, groundwater, Colorado River water, or other 
water. Although the intent of this bill was positive, there were concerns that the bill raised issues 
under the Commerce Clause of the United States Constitution. On March 1st, the bill was 
amended to only require a notice to the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives when the ADWR Director receives an application to transport water out of state. 
The amended bill failed in a vote of the Senate on March 5th, but AMWUA staff understands that 
the bill will be reconsidered. 
 
AMWUA Position: Oppose  
 
SB 1510: Irrigation grandfathered right; containerized plants (Griffin). This bill states that in an 
initial Active Management Area, a person who holds a certificate of irrigation grandfathered right 
may exercise that right to withdraw groundwater to water plants in containers on or above the 
surface. Among other things, the bill also requires the right holder to separately measure any 
groundwater used for watering plants in containers and groundwater for irrigation; however, the 
total amount of water may not exceed the amount allowed by the irrigation water duty for the 
farm. This proposal was among the issues discussed as part of the Governor’s workgroups last 
year. A slightly amended version of this bill passed out of the Senate on February 22nd. 
 
AMWUA Position: Oppose 
 
SB 1511: Pinal AMA; groundwater; extinguishment credits (Griffin). This bill provides detailed 
criteria for the ADWR Director to calculate the volume of extinguishment credits for the 
extinguishment of grandfathered rights in the Pinal AMA. Under the 100-year assured water 
supply rules, a farmer within an AMA with irrigation rights can choose to extinguish those rights 
anytime in exchange for what is called an "extinguishment credit" that can be used to 
demonstrate a 100-year assured water supply for new development. The last two legislative 
sessions, AMWUA opposed bills that sought to weaken the ADWR Director's authority and would 
have caused increased groundwater pumping in the Pinal AMA. During the Governor's Water 
Solutions Conversation, water users in the Pinal AMA came to a compromise with each other and 
ADWR on the amount of credits received upon extinguishment. AMWUA staff understands that 
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in its current form, the language in this bill is essentially the compromise that was reached. The 
amended form of this bill passed the Senate on February 22nd.  
 
AMWUA Position: Oppose 
 
SB 1512:  Active management areas; sixth management period (Griffin). This bill creates an 
additional 10-year active management plan—the Sixth Management Plan from 2025 to 2035—
under the Groundwater Management Act for each initial Active Management Area. The bill 
includes language that virtually mirrors the statutory guidance for the previous management 
plans. The bill also allows the ADWR Director to approve administrative variances from irrigation 
water duties or conservation requirements for the Fifth and Sixth Management Plans, which is 
similar to provisions found in statute for previous management plans. The State proposed during 
the Governor’s Water Solutions Conversation to extend the safe-yield goal for three 10-year 
management periods. Having only one ten-year period provides a marginal increase in certainty. 
For this reason, AMWUA staff supports adding additional management periods. Arizona’s 
successful economy is directly linked to our planning and investing in our water resource 
planning.  
 
This bill failed in a vote of the Senate on March 5th, but AMWUA staff understands that the bill 
will be reconsidered. 
 
AMWUA Position: Oppose 
 
SB 1513: Effluent; recycled water; definition (Griffin). This bill states that for the puposes of 
ADWR’s informational materials, the word “effluent” should be defined as “recycled water.” 
ADWR has raised concerns that this bill could create confusion based on the various regulatory 
meanings for “effluent”, “remediated”, “reuse”, and “recycled”. This bill passed out of the Senate 
on February 22nd; however, this provision was removed from the larger Senate water package 
bill on March 1st.  
 
AMWUA Position: Oppose 
 
SB 1514 & HB 2596: Natural resource conservation districts; administration (Griffin, Toma). These 
bills place oversight of the Division of Natural Resource Conservation in the Department of 
Forestry and Fire Management. It currently resides in the State Land Department. This bill passed 
out of the relevant House committee on February 13th. The Senate and House both passed this 
bill on February 22nd.  
 
AMWUA Position: Oppose 
 
SB 1515 & HB 2553: Adequate water supply; county review (Griffin, Bowers). This bill essentially 
allows a county that is not in an Active Management Area, through a unanimous vote of the 
county board of supervisors, to vote not to readopt the 100-year adequate water supply water 
requirement if certain conditions are met. The conditions, which relate to the county or largest 
city in the county, include participation in the following: groundwater recharge, reclaimed water 
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reuse, water conservation programs, and use of low water use plants in certain publically owned 
areas. The bill states that the board of supervisors must review and may, by a unanimous vote, 
not readopt the 100-year requirement within five years of the bill’s effective date, and at least 
every ten years thereafter.  
 
The Senate passed this bill on February 22nd, and the House on February 20th.  
 
AMWUA Position: Oppose 
 
SB 1516: Central Arizona Project; sovereign immunity (Griffin). This bill states that a multi-county 
water conservation district (i.e. CAWCD) shall not assert the defense of immunity under the 
Eleventh Amendment in litigation brought by a water user to enforce the terms of a Central 
Arizona Project (CAP) water delivery contract or subcontract. The Senate version of this bill 
passed out of committee on February 15th, but has not moved since that time. Similar language 
was removed from the broader Senate water package on March 1st.   
 
AMWUA Position: Oppose  
 
 
 
Other Legislation  
 
SB 1039: Arizona water protection fund (Griffin). This bill, as amended, appropriates $400,000 
from the state general fund in fiscal year 2018-19 to the Arizona Water Protection Fund. The 
Arizona Water Protection Fund is a state-run program that funds projects to protect and enhance 
water quality and quantity in Arizona's rivers, streams, and riparian areas. Some of these efforts 
include revegetation, erosion control, channel stabilization, research, and water conservation. 
This bill passed the Senate on February 27th. 
 
AMWUA Position: Support  
 
SB 1493: Environmental quality; dredge, fill permits (Griffin). Under current law, the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issues permits under the Clean Water Act for the 
discharge of dredged or fill materials into waters that meet the definition of Waters of the United 
States. This bill essentially authorizes the Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) 
to establish a Dredge and Permit Program that is consistent with, and no more stringent than, 
the federal program. The bill lists requirements for the rules ADEQ would adopt to implement 
the program. ADEQ and the State are pursuing this legislation as a means of attempting to have 
EPA assign responsibility to the State over this federal program. To date, only Michigan and New 
Jersey have obtained authority from EPA to oversee this program at the state level. AMWUA staff 
understands that the Governor’s Office is supporting this bill along with the business community. 
This bill passed out of the Senate as amended on February 20th. 
 
AMWUA Position: Monitor 
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SB 1494: Environment; underground injection control program (Griffin). The Underground 
Injection Control Program is a program primarily overseen by EPA in cooperation with ADEQ that 
regulates the underground injection or discharge of both hazardous and nonhazardous liquid and 
gas. This bill requires ADEQ to establish a permit program that meets the minimum federal 
requirements for permitting injection wells in Arizona and requires the ADEQ Director to adopt 
rules for that purpose. ADEQ and the State are pursuing this legislation as a means of attempting 
to have EPA assign responsibility to the State over this federal program. To date, only four 
individual Underground Injection Control permits have been issued in Arizona, primarily for 
mining purposes. As Arizona looks at using brackish groundwater supplies, some have argued 
that deep underground injection of brine may be a means of making brackish desalination in 
Arizona more economically feasible. AMWUA staff understands that the Governor’s Office is 
supporting this bill along with the business community. This bill passed out of the Senate as 
amended on February 20th. 
 
AMWUA Position: Monitor 
 
HB 2203: Wildland fuel loads; watershed protection (Finchem). This bill authorizes a mayor, 
chairman of the board of supervisors, or a county sheriff to make a formal determination that a 
“catastrophic wildland fuel load” exists on state or federal land located in the borders of the city, 
town, or county. After making this determination, the relevant official must consult with the 
political subdivision’s attorney or the attorney general, and notify relevant state and federal 
officials, including as necessary a demand to the relevant state or federal agency that it address 
the issue. The bill instructs the mayor, chairman, or a county sheriff to enter into a plan with the 
federal or state agency to abate the condition. If the mayor, chairman, or county sheriff 
determines that the condition exists on federal land and that it poses an immediate threat to the 
public health, safety, and welfare of the city, town, or county, the official must coordinate with 
relevant state and federal officials, and in consultation with legal counsel and the attorney 
general, must pursue all remedies allowed by law. The bill also authorizes the state forester to 
remove non-native woody biomass or overgrowth biomass from state lands, and enter into 
agreements with cities, towns, or counties to do so. This bill is of interest due to the connection 
between watershed health and water quantity and quality. This bill passed the House on 
February 15th.   
 
AMWUA Position: Monitor   
 
HB 2556: Environment; water quality; brine (Nutt and six others). This bill directs the Arizona 
Department of Environment Quality (ADEQ) Director, in coordination with the ADWR Director, 
by December 1, 2019 to "review existing data on the use and reuse of high salinity water and 
identify locations in this state, including hydrologically isolated areas, as potential sources for 
supplementing water supplies in this state." The bill also directs the ADEQ Director to post the 
report on ADEQ's webpage. This bill passed the House on February 20th. 
 
AMWUA Position: Monitor 
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Legislation That Appears to Be Not Moving Forward  
 
SB 1229: Water infrastructure finance authority; appropriation (Mendez and 16 others). This bill 
appropriates $30 million from the state general fund to the Water Infrastructure Finance 
Authority (WIFA). WIFA is a state agency that provides low-interest loans to water providers. This 
bill has not moved. 
 
AMWUA Position: Monitor  
 
SB 1475 & HB 2581: Ecological water; program; fund (Dalessandro, Gabaldon, and others). These 
bills establish the Ecological Water Stewardship Program and directs the ADWR Director to adopt 
rules to carry out its mission. The bills direct the ADWR Director to establish a set of standard 
measures to define ecological water needs in Arizona, including criteria for examining the 
relationship between ecological water and groundwater and surface water in Arizona. The bills 
direct the Director to take all reasonable steps necessary to monitor, maintain, improve and 
restore the surface water systems of Arizona. After making a determination of the ecological 
water needs for each watershed or subwatershed, the Director would publish a preliminary 
report that includes a determination of the ecological water and monitoring methods necessary 
to maintain and restore freshwater ecosystems. If the Director determines in any watershed or 
subwatershed that there is insufficient ecological water, the Director shall take all steps 
necessary to appropriate any unappropriated water to maintain the ecological water 
requirements or acquire by purchase or lease existing water rights.  
 
These bills would put into statute several provisions touching on water rights that AMWUA staff 
finds problematic. However, AMWUA staff believes these bills are likely dead for this session.  
 
AMWUA Position: Monitor 
 
HB 2214: WQARF; appropriation (Gabaldon). This bill appropriates $15 million from the general 
fund to the Water Quality Assurance Revolving Fund (WQARF) in addition to any other 
appropriations made in Fiscal Year 2018-2019. WQARF is a state-sponsored program established 
by the Legislature to clean up hazardous soil and groundwater contamination. This bill has not 
moved. 
 
AMWUA Position: Support  
 
HB 2291: Groundwater basin; department survey (Cobb). This bill requires ADWR to conduct a 
survey of areas in the groundwater basin of the Upper Colorado River Planning Area to determine 
the status and resiliency of groundwater supplies, and submit a report to the House Speaker, 
Senate President, legislators in affected areas, and relevant County Supervisors. ADWR would be 
required to gather extensive data, including well usage information. The bill also allows the 
County Board of Supervisors to recommend metering and monitoring of wells to ADWR. This bill 
has not been assigned to a committee and has not moved.  
 
AMWUA Position: Monitor 
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HB 2352: Appropriation; lead screening; charter schools (Engel and 14 others). This bill 
appropriates $100,000 from the general fund in addition to other appropriations for Fiscal Year 
2018-2019 to ADEQ for screening for lead in drinking water in charter schools. This bill has not 
been assigned to a committee and has not moved. 
 
AMWUA Position: Monitor  
 
HB 2410: Geologists; landscape architects; regulatory repeal (Mosley). This bill eliminates certain 
Board of Technical Registration requirements and related statutory language for geologists and 
landscape architects. This bill is similar to provisions in a bill from 2016 that sought to deregulate 
the professional geological practice. The 2016 bill resulted in a legislative compromise that 
resulted in the voluntary licensure of geologists. Under current law, geologists make certifications 
under the groundwater code. This bill has not moved. 
 
AMWUA Position: Oppose  
 
HB 2429: Public works contracts; prevailing wage (Cardenas and 14 others). This bill states that a 
public works contract that is valued at two hundred fifty thousand dollars or more shall contain 
a provision requiring the wages paid by the contractor or any subcontractor to be at least the 
prevailing rate of wages for work of a similar nature in the state or political subdivision in which 
the project is located. AMWUA staff does not anticipate that this bill will move forward this 
session.  
 
AMWUA Position: Monitor 
 
HB 2552: Desalination action study committee (Bowers). This bill establishes a 13-member 
desalination action study committee comprised of political leaders and representatives from 
relevant agencies, water users, and other stakeholders. The bill directs the committee to (1) 
Consider state statutory or regulatory impediments to using high salinity water, (2) Consider the 
economic impact resulting from the amount and effect of high salinity water, and (3) Submit a 
report regarding the committee's activities, findings and recommendations on or before 
December 31, 2018. To date, this bill has not moved.  
 
AMWUA Position: Monitor  
 
HB 2608: Well reporting; Mohave, La Paz basins (Cobb). This bill requires the owner of a well in 
one of four groundwater basins located in Northwest and Western Arizona to annually report 
groundwater withdrawals, if the well was drilled on or after January 1, 2012 and the well has a 
capacity of more than 100 gallons per minute. The bill states that a well owner that does not use 
a meter can maintain records of the estimated water use. The bill requires reporting for a period 
of three years, and the bill is repealed after December 31, 2020. This bill has not moved.  
 
AMWUA Position: Monitor 



	

 
	

AGENDA ITEM #4 
	

 
 

MANAGEMENT BOARD 
INFORMATION SUMMARY 

 March 14, 2018 

 
AMWUA Annual Action Plan 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN REFERENCE 
 
Operational Principles – Manage an Efficient and Effective Association 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The AMWUA Board of Directors approved the Strategic Plan for 2016-2020 at its September 2016 
meeting. The current annual plan gave detail on how the Strategic Plan would be accomplished 
from February 2017 through Fiscal Year 2018. Most of the achievements under the current action 
plan were touted in the Accomplishments 2017 pamphlet that was distributed in January 2018.   
 
Since most of the current plan is still relevant, AMWUA staff decided to update rather than make 
a completely new annual plan to guide AMWUA’s efforts through Fiscal Year 2019. The Water 
Resources Advisory Group provided feedback to the Fiscal Year 2019 action plan being presented.   
 
The annual plan highlights areas of focus for AMWUA, but it is certain that during the time period 
of this annual plan AMWUA will also need to address other issues that arise. This was obviously 
the case this last year with the Governor’s Water Solutions Conversation.   
 
The annual plan lists alphabetically key action areas, which include Adjudication, Augmentation, 
Central Arizona Groundwater Replenishment District, Colorado River Drought & Shortage, 
Demand Management & Sustainability, Finances & Water, 4th Management Plan and Beyond, 
Legislation, Regional Recharge Efforts, Recovery Implementation Plan, System Use Agreement, 
and Water Reuse Rules.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Management Board is encouraged to review the proposed annual plan and to provide 
comments and feedback.   
 
Upon discussing the annual plan, it is requested that the Management Board direct AMWUA staff 
to incorporate comments from the Management Board and to recommend to the AMWUA Board 
of Directors approval of the annual plan through Fiscal Year 2019 upon receiving the AMWUA 
Board’s feedback.  
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MANAGEMENT BOARD 
INFORMATION SUMMARY 

 March 14, 2018 

 
Presentation on Proposed Alamo Dam Release 
 
STRATEGIC PLAN REFERENCE 
 
Objectives – Safeguard Water Supplies  
Collaboration – Central Arizona Project 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers proposed a release of water from Alamo Dam, which is on the 
Bill Williams River. Previous releases from Alamo Dam have caused high turbidity to the Central 
Arizona Project (CAP) system since the Bill Williams River flows into the Colorado River right next 
to CAP’s Mark Wilmer Pumping Station. In turn, this high turbidity has created operational 
problems for the CAP, AMWUA cities’ and others’ treatment facilities, and recharge projects. The 
proposed new release from Alamo Dam raises again turbidity and potential operational 
problems.   
 
The Central Arizona Water Conservation District (CAWCD), Arizona Game & Fish Department, and 
municipalities have expressed concern to the Corps about these issues. While the Corps has made 
some improvements to their proposed release, concern remains with the uncertainty of what 
would happen with a release. CAWCD and Arizona Game & Fish have filed separate actions 
seeking an injunction in Federal court. 
 
Marcus Shapiro, Water System Supervisor in CAWCD’s Operations Group and Rhett Billingsley, 
Senior Attorney have agreed to give a presentation to update the Management Board on this 
proposed release from Alamo Dam.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Management Board is encouraged to discuss the proposed Alamo Dam release.   
 
ATTACHMENT 
 

• February 8, 2018 CAP letter to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
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