
	

 
	

AGENDA ITEM #1 

 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MEETING MINUTES 

February 22, 2018 
 
VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT  
 

Mayor Jim Lane, President, Scottsdale 
Mayor Cathy Carlat, Peoria 
Councilmember Eddie Cook, Gilbert 
Councilmember Pat Dennis, Avondale 
Councilmember Lauren Kuby, Tempe 
Councilmember René Lopez, Chandler 
Councilmember Joanne Osborne, Goodyear 
Councilmember Kevin Thompson, Mesa 
Councilmember Bart Turner, Glendale 
Councilwoman Thelda Williams, Phoenix 

 
OTHERS PRESENT 
 

Barry Aarons, The Aarons Co Alan Dulaney, Peoria Diana Piña, AMWUA 
Anthony Alejandro, Peoria Kathy Ferris, AMWUA Kathy Rall, Scottsdale 
Cindy Blackmore, Avondale Brett Fleck, AMWUA Javier Setovich, Goodyear 
Jessica Blazina, Avondale Lacey James, Avondale Richard Siegel, SRP 
Eric Braun, Gilbert Sam Jaskolski, AMWUA Tony Staffaroni, CAP 
Cynthia Campbell, Phoenix Ryan Lee, Glendale Drew Swieczkowski, Glendale 
Gregg Capps, Chandler Sandy Lopez, Avondale Warren Tenney, AMWUA 
Brian Draper, Mesa Brian Payne, AMWUA Carol Ward-Morris, AMWUA 

 
A.  Call to Order 
	

Mayor Lane called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. 
 

B. General Business – Items for Discussion and Possible Action 
 

1. Approval of the Minutes from the January 25, 2018 Meeting 
 

Upon a motion by Mayor Carlat and a second by Councilwoman Williams, the AMWUA 
Board of Directors unanimously approved the January 25, 2018 meeting minutes. 
 

2. Next meeting scheduled: Thursday, March 22, 2018, 10:00 a.m., at the AMWUA office 
 



	

February 22, 2018 – AMWUA Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
Page 2 of 5 

	

 3. 2018 Legislative Update 
 

Mr. Tenney reviewed a presentation to provide an update on current legislation.  
 
Mr. Tenney stated that identical omnibus bills, SB 1507 and HB 2512: water program 
amendments, have been introduced by Senator Griffin and Representative Bowers. He 
said these bills do not include the language that was agreed upon during negotiations 
between the Arizona Department of Water Resources (ADWR) and key legislators; 
however, negotiations are still occurring that will determine how things unfold over the 
next months. Both bills include language on the following issues: desalination action plan, 
interstate transportation of water, containerized plants and irrigation grandfathered 
rights, Pinal Active Management Area (AMA) extinguishment credits, AMA management 
plans beyond 2025, effluent definition, natural resource conservation districts, adequate 
water supply requirements, sovereign immunity for the Central Arizona Water 
Conservation District (CAWCD), and interstate agreements. He noted that neither SB 1507 
nor HB 2512 address the issue of forbearance programs, which was an item the 
Governor’s Office had requested be included in the water bill.  
 
Mr. Tenney reported that AMWUA has been voicing its overall concerns with the two bills: 
the proposed language raises questions rather than clarifies and is regressive in some 
cases; the proposed language includes the same language that AMWUA actively opposed 
two years ago regarding adequate water supply requirements (Sierra Vista); and the 
challenges facing Arizona’s Colorado River water are not addressed. He also detailed 
AMWUA’s concerns regarding each issue within SB 1507 and HB 2512.  
 
Mr. Aarons reported that it appears SB 1507 will not move forward, and HB 2512 will 
serve as the vehicle.  
 
Mr. Tenney discussed that the issues included in SB 1507 were also each introduced as 
individual component bills: SB 1508, SB 1509, SB 1510, SB 1511, SB 1512, SB 1513, SB 
1514, SB 1515, and SB 1516.  
 
Mr. Tenney stated that at its February 14, 2018 meeting, the AMWUA Management Board 
recommended that the AMWUA Board of Directors oppose SB 1507, HB 2512, and the 
individual component bills.  
 
Mr. Tenney noted that while amendments have been made to the omnibus bills and 
individual bills, the issues are not completely resolved. He said the bills are moving and as 
they move forward, AMWUA should support ADWR’s position unless it negatively impacts 
AMWUA members. He also emphasized the importance of having an overall water 
package rather than individual bills. 
 
Mayor Lane asked if any of AMWUA’s concerns were addressed through amendments; 
Mr. Tenney said no. Mayor Lane said Representative Bowers has made comments that 
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ongoing conversations are happening regarding amendments and asked if any of 
AMWUA’s concerns will be included in those discussions; Mr. Aarons said not yet. Mr. 
Aarons added that when there are this many issues, it makes it difficult to pass a complete 
package and he believes a resolution will occur after the budget is set.  
 
Councilmember Osborne asked why AMWUA is recommending an opposing position on 
some bills rather than monitoring. Mr. Tenney said AMWUA considered monitoring some 
of the individual bills; however, the concern is that if AMWUA indicated a monitor 
position on any of the individual bills that it could undermine efforts to fix the overall 
water package. Mayor Lane and Mr. Aarons concurred with Mr. Tenney and added that 
the current proposed legislation does not resolve the issues and is not in the best interest 
of the AMWUA members.  
 
Councilmember Lopez expressed disappointment that the parties involved did not go 
after the root cause of the water issues. Mayor Lane and Councilmember Osborne echoed 
Councilmember Lopez’s statement and discussed the importance of the Drought 
Contingency Plan (DCP) and DCP Plus. 
 
Ms. Ferris stated that none of the water bills introduced benefit AMWUA or address its 
members’ concerns. She said there is nothing to negotiate and no reason to support any 
of the proposed legislation.  
 
Councilmember Kuby said it is important for AMWUA to continue Arizona’s history of 
moving forward on water issues in a non-partisan way with long-term vision. Mayor Carlat 
echoed Councilmember Kuby’s comment. 
 
Mr. Tenney reported that there is other introduced legislation of interest to AMWUA. At 
its February 14, 2018 meeting, the AMWUA Management Board recommended that the 
AMWUA Board monitor the following bills: SB 1475 & HB 2581, SB 1493, SB 1494, HB 
2552, HB 2556, HB 2608. 
 
Upon a motion by Councilmember Thompson and a second by Councilmember Turner, 
the AMWUA Board of Directors unanimously took the following position: 
 

Oppose: SB 1507 & HB 2512 and the individual component bills. As bills move forward, 
support ADWR’s position unless it negatively impacts AMWUA’s members. 

 
 4. Analysis of Water Transfers 
	

Mr. Tenney stated that AMWUA has completed its analysis on water transfers and the 
final paper was included in this month’s AMWUA Board meeting packet. He said the 
objective of this paper was to do an analysis on water transfers and their history in Arizona 
as water transfers have been discussed in recent news, particularly in Mohave County. He 
added that there is no proposal in the analysis.  
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Mayor Lane asked if the topic of blending water and potential contamination is included 
in discussions on water transfers. Mr. Payne said the issue of putting non-project 
groundwater into the Central Arizona Project (CAP) canal is a type of water transfer and 
is briefly touched on in the analysis.  

 
 5. Contract for Reprinting of Landscape Plants for the Arizona Desert Publication 

 
Mr. Tenney stated that AMWUA’s popular publication, Landscape Plants for the Arizona 
Desert, is currently being updated and will be reprinted this Fiscal Year. He reported that 
after receiving three bids, AMWUA has selected a printer and is currently taking orders 
to determine the exact quantity to be printed. He noted that AMWUA will recover the 
cost of printing and delivery only from the organizations placing orders as they will be 
invoiced for their order’s share; however, because the cost of printing will be over 
$30,000, AMWUA Board approval is required. At its February 14, 2018 meeting, the 
AMWUA Management Board recommended that the AMWUA Board of Directors approve 
the Executive Director to enter into a contract based on the estimate provided for the 
printing of the Landscape Plants for the Arizona Desert publication. 
 
In response to a comment from Mayor Lane on the validity of the plants in the publication, 
Ms. Ward-Morris stated that the Landscape Plants publication is a subset of the ADWR 
Low Water Use Drought Tolerant Plant List, which is the state regulatory plant list for 
AMAs and has been thoroughly vetted. 
 
Councilmember Kuby asked if there would be an opportunity to present Landscape Plants 
to horticulture experts at Arizona State University for their input and review. Ms. Ward-
Morris said she would be happy to follow up on that idea for the next print run of the 
publication, as this year’s reprint updates will be brief in order to get the publications to 
the AMWUA members as soon as possible because they are in high demand.  
 
Upon a motion by Mayor Carlat and a second by Councilwoman Williams, the AMWUA 
Board of Directors unanimously approved the Executive Director to enter into a contract 
based on the estimate provided for the reprint of Landscape Plants for the Arizona Desert.  

 
 6. AMWUA Quarterly Financial Statements – Second Quarter 

 
Mr. Tenney reported that AMWUA’s second quarter Statement of Revenues and 
Expenses show that AMWUA is operating efficiently within its resources and is roughly 
$9,000 under budget as of December 2017. At its February 14, 2018 meeting, the AMWUA 
Management Board recommended that the AMWUA Board of Directors accepted the 
quarterly financial statements as presented. 
 
Upon a motion by Councilwoman Williams and a second by Councilmember Dennis, the 
AMWUA Board of Directors unanimously accepted the quarterly financial statements as 
presented.  
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C. Executive Director’s Report 
 

Mr. Tenney reported that last week, the CAWCD Finance, Audit, and Power Committee met 
and made recommendations for the CAWCD Board to consider next week. AMWUA discussed 
these recommendations with the Water Resources Advisory Group yesterday. He said the 
primary recommendation is to use $44.7 million of the accumulated 4 cent tax monies to 
replenish the strategic reserves, which is consistent with AMWUA’s position that taxes should 
continue to be used for federal debt repayment. He stated that while it is positive that 
CAWCD is working to address deficits in its financial portfolio, it is also important to question 
what CAWCD plans to do moving forward to avoid strategic reserve depletion in the future.  
 
Mr. Tenney reported that two weeks ago, the CAWCD Water Quality Standards Task Force 
met for an update on the effort to develop a water quality standard for non-project water 
introduced into the CAP canal. At the meeting, Mr. Tenney gave an update on AMWUA’s 
stakeholder group’s efforts and emphasized the concern of overanalyzing every possible 
scenario of non-project water being introduced and the importance of regular reviews of the 
water quality standard and allowing known projects to move forward so we can learn from 
them. Leslie Meyers of the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation noted the importance of creating 
flexibility while recognizing the risk. The Task Force requested that CAWCD staff develop a 
proposal for how to proceed, present the proposals at a meeting in March, and then allow 
one month for stakeholders to respond. Mr. Tenney said the understanding is that CAWCD 
staff will build from AMWUA’s stakeholder proposal.  
 

D. Future Agenda Items 
 

Councilmember Osborne noted that last year, AMWUA prepared talking points for AMWUA 
Board members to share with Arizona’s Congressional Delegation when they attended the 
National League of Cities Congressional City Conference and that the talking points were very 
helpful. She asked if AMWUA would do the same this year. Councilmember Lopez echoed 
that talking points would be appreciated. Mr. Tenney said he will send the AMWUA Board 
members talking points prior to the conference. 

 
E.  Adjournment 
 

Upon a motion by Councilmember Lopez and a second by Mayor Carlat, Mayor Lane 
unanimously adjourned the meeting at 11:16 a.m. 


