
	

 
	

AGENDA ITEM #1 

 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MEETING MINUTES 

March 22, 2018 
 
VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT  
 

Mayor Jim Lane, President, Scottsdale 
Councilmember Eddie Cook, Gilbert, via teleconference 
Councilmember Lauren Kuby, Tempe 
Councilmember René Lopez, Chandler 
Councilmember Joanne Osborne, Goodyear 
Councilmember Kevin Thompson, Mesa 
Councilmember Bart Turner, Glendale 
Councilwoman Thelda Williams, Phoenix 

 
VOTING MEMBERS NOT PRESENT—EXCUSED   
 

Mayor Cathy Carlat, Peoria 
Councilmember Pat Dennis, Avondale 

 
OTHERS PRESENT 
 

Cindy Blackmore, Avondale Alan Dulaney, Peoria Javier Setovich, Goodyear 
Jessica Blazina, Avondale Kathy Ferris, AMWUA Tony Staffaroni, CAP 
Rob Bohr, Goodyear Sam Jaskolski, AMWUA Drew Swieczkowski, Glendale 
Eric Braun, Gilbert Brian Payne, AMWUA Warren Tenney, AMWUA 
Cynthia Campbell, Phoenix Stuart Peckham, SRP Carol Ward-Morris, AMWUA 
Gregg Capps, Chandler Diana Piña, AMWUA  

 
A.  Call to Order 
	

Mayor Lane called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m. 
 

B. General Business – Items for Discussion and Possible Action 
 

1. Approval of the Minutes from the February 22, 2018 Meeting 
 

Upon a motion by Councilmember Thompson and a second by Councilwoman Williams, 
the AMWUA Board of Directors unanimously approved the February 22, 2018 meeting 
minutes. 
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2. Next meeting scheduled: Thursday, April 26, 2018, 11:00 a.m., at the AMWUA office 
 

 3. 2018 Legislative Update 
 

Mr. Tenney reported that today is the last day for bills to be heard in committee, so Mr. 
Aarons and Ms. Ulmer are currently at the Legislature juggling a number of activities.  
 
Mr. Tenney stated that AMWUA’s expectations for any significant water legislation to 
pass are low. He said only a few bills are moving forward and they would most likely 
receive a veto, if passed. He reported that SB 1507 failed to pass the Senate two weeks 
ago, while HB 2512 passed the House as amended and was heard in Senator Griffin’s 
committee this week.  
 
Mr. Tenney reported that there is a last-minute push to address the Central Arizona Water 
Conservation District’s (CAWCD) claim to sovereign immunity. He said last April, the 
AMWUA Board took a position against CAWCD’s claim to sovereign immunity when it was 
exerted in their lawsuit against the Ak-Chin Tribe. Last month, CAWCD filed a motion to 
vacate a previous decision against their claim to sovereign immunity. Mr. Tenney stated 
that this action raised concerns about CAWCD’s determination to ensure they have 
sovereign immunity. He added that the Yuma region is concerned about CAWCD’s claim 
and is pushing for legislation. He said AMWUA has also voiced support for such legislation; 
however, he cautioned that what could be bargained for in order to pass the legislation 
could be of concern, such as adequate water supply legislation dealing with Sierra Vista 
being attached to sovereign immunity legislation.  
 
Mr. Tenney stated that Representative Bowers and Senator Griffin are asking for input on 
water issues from different regions of the State. He reported that the first meeting was 
held two weeks ago in Casa Grande and another hearing will be held tomorrow in Yuma. 
He said the primary issue discussed at the Casa Grande meeting was extinguishment 
credits. He noted that the Governor approved a rulemaking exemption, so the Arizona 
Department of Water Resources (ADWR) can address the issue of Pinal Active 
Management Area (AMA) extinguishment credits, which may affect legislation. 
 
Mr. Tenney said Pinal Agriculture interests continued to state their need for mitigation if 
the Drought Contingency Plan (DCP) is enacted and their belief that the cities and tribes 
should provide money and/or water to keep agriculture from being cut. He also stated 
that while wanting mitigation, Pinal Agriculture also continues to voice opposition to the 
State pursuing its own conservation program for Lake Mead. He noted that based on 
those comments, AMWUA may want to more clearly explain to policymakers how 
AMWUA cities are fully utilizing their water resources, and the importance policymakers 
hold in planning for our future. 
 
Regarding CAWCD and its motion last month to vacate a previous decision against their 
claim to sovereign immunity, Mr. Tenney and Mayor Lane discussed that CAWCD is not 
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wavering from their stance and want to have the option to assert sovereign immunity in 
future legal cases. Mayor Lane asked if it is too late for language on this issue to be put 
together for legislative consideration. Mr. Tenney said there is a strong effort by the 
Governor’s Office, Mohave and Yuma Counties, the tribes, AMWUA, and others to find a 
vehicle bill that could address the issue of sovereign immunity. Ms. Ferris added that 
ADWR filed a petition with the court to file an amicus brief objecting to CAWCD’s efforts 
to vacate the lower court ruling. She said although the lower court ruling does not have 
the same standing of an appellate court ruling, district court decisions have been used as 
precedent in other cases.  
 
Councilmember Osborne expressed disappointment that AMWUA’s top concerns have 
not been addressed in this legislative session, and concern about AMWUA’s voice being 
heard and if AMWUA’s stances need to be more proactive. Councilmember Kuby 
appreciated Councilmember Osborne’s comments and said AMWUA’s approach needs to 
be more proactive with long-term vision. Mayor Lane agreed to an extent, noting 
AMWUA’s concern over the years about crossing the line of political issues.  
 
Councilmember Turner questioned if the individual AMWUA cities’ intergov staffs are 
being utilized on water issues. He suggested that between now and the next legislative 
session, AMWUA look at a strategy that better incorporates the cities’ intergov staffs and 
that the cities’ intergov staffs actively support AMWUA’s positions. Mr. Tenney noted that 
AMWUA attempted to better coordinate with the cities’ intergov staffs this session by 
having meetings, starting back in November 2017. He added that AMWUA has developed 
and shared talking points with the cities’ intergov staffs as the session progressed. Mr. 
Tenney agreed that it is important to use the entire team. Councilmember Osborne 
echoed Mr. Tenney’s statement about using the entire team and said her city staff would 
like to help and be involved in the efforts.  
 
Councilwoman Williams commented that this year was unique due to all of the hearings 
and the Governor’s Office not coming through as expected. She said the City of Phoenix’s 
intergov staff has worked closely with AMWUA and has tried to get the Governor’s Office 
more active and supportive. She stated that we should take this year as a learning lesson 
and be prepared next year. Councilwoman Williams also reported that the City of 
Phoenix’s Water Services Director, Kathryn Sorensen, is currently testifying at a hearing 
with Senator Flake in Washington, DC, talking about the importance of water in Arizona.  
 
Councilmember Turner noted that AMWUA’s water issues are not high on Glendale’s 
legislative priorities. He said perhaps thought should be given on how to ensure that the 
water package is a priority on the legislative agenda for each city. Mayor Lane agreed. 
 
Councilmember Lopez stated that he appreciated when Mr. Tenney went around to each 
of the AMWUA cities and sat down with staff to get a pulse and learn about their 
concerns. He said he hopes Mr. Tenney will continue that practice to ensure cohesiveness. 
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4. AMWUA Annual Action Plan 
 

Mr. Tenney stated that because AMWUA’s current annual action plan is still relevant, 
AMWUA is presenting an updated version for Fiscal Year 2019. He said AMWUA received 
feedback from the Water Resources Advisory Group (WRAG) and the AMWUA 
Management Board. He noted that at its March 14th meeting, the AMWUA Management 
Board recommended that the AMWUA Board of Directors approve the annual action plan.  
 
Mr. Tenney detailed that the annual action plan alphabetically highlights thirteen areas 
of focus with the knowledge that priorities will be adjusted accordingly as other issues 
arise throughout the year, just as the Governor’s Water Solutions Conversation did this 
year. The areas of focus include: Adjudication, Augmentation, Central Arizona 
Groundwater Replenishment District (CAGRD), Colorado River Drought & Shortage, 
Demand Management & Sustainability, Finances & Water, 4th Management Plan, 
Legislation, Regional Recharge Efforts, Recovery Implementation Plan, System Use 
Agreement, and Water Reuse Rules.  
 

 Councilmember Thompson voiced appreciation for the annual action plan being proactive 
rather than re-active and getting AMWUA in front of the issues. He added that the 
proactive approach gives the cities confidence knowing that their policies will be 
proactive for years to come. 

 
 Mayor Lane asked if AMWUA’s Legislative Contractors need any additional direction on 

the issue of CAWCD and sovereign immunity. Mr. Tenney and Ms. Ferris discussed that 
AMWUA has been pursuing the CAWCD sovereign immunity issue based on the AMWUA 
Board of Directors’ April 2017 motion to send the CAWCD Board members a letter urging 
the CAWCD to refrain from asserting it has sovereign immunity. Ms. Ferris noted that 
roughly three years ago, the AMWUA Board approved a legislative policy in which the 
AMWUA Executive Director and Legislative Contractor may act in accordance with the 
AMWUA Board’s position unless and until the AMWUA Board changes that position.  

 
Councilmember Lopez asked if there is anything that the AMWUA Board members can do 
in regard to engaging with their local legislators for additional voices to help move this 
issue along. Mayor Lane and Mr. Tenney agreed that it would be helpful for the AMWUA 
Board members to reach out to their local legislators. Councilmember Osborne said it 
would be helpful to give each of the cities’ councilmembers clear statements of AMWUA’s 
legislative positions. Mayor Lane echoed Councilmember Osborne’s comment. 
 
Upon a motion by Councilmember Kuby and a second by Councilmember Thompson, the 
AMWUA Board of Directors unanimously approved the annual action plan through Fiscal 
Year 2019.  
 

The order of the agenda was altered by the AMWUA Board of Directors 
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5. Analysis of Water Transfers 
 

This agenda item was tabled due to time constraints. 
 
C. Executive Director’s Report 
 

Mr. Tenney reported that yesterday, the WRAG had an informational discussion with Bruce 
Hallin, the Salt River Project’s (SRP) Director for Water Supply, and his staff who reviewed the 
water situation, flowtography update, groundwater well development and recharge, and 
forest initiatives. He also said based on the dry winter, SRP is preparing its spring messaging 
campaign about water and plans to coordinate with the cities. 
 
Mr. Tenney said AMWUA has issued a request for proposals seeking a new financial and 
accounting consultant for the Association. He noted that proposals are due March 30th and 
that AMWUA has worked with the AMWUA Management Board and AMWUA Finance Group 
to locate firms or individuals to send the request to. 
 
Mr. Tenney announced that today is World Water Day and this week is Fix a Leak Week.  
 

D. Future Agenda Items 
 

Councilmember Kuby stated that she met with Mary Ann Dickinson of the Alliance for Water 
Efficiency (AWE) and the City of Tempe is considering membership. She is intrigued by AWE’s 
assistance in messaging, particularly customized videos for communicating with residents 
about their city’s water rate policy. She said this topic does not have to be an agenda item, 
but it would be good if information about AWE membership was distributed to the entire 
AMWUA Board. Mr. Tenney said Carol Ward-Morris serves on the AWE Board, and AMWUA 
would be happy to provide information and have a discussion on the topic.  

 
E. Executive Session 
 

Pursuant to A.R.S. Section 38.431.03.A.1 and upon a motion by Councilmember Lopez and a 
second by Councilmember Thompson, the AMWUA Board of Directors unanimously voted to 
convene in Executive Session to discuss the annual evaluation of the AMWUA Executive 
Director. 
 

F. Consideration of Action Pursuant to Executive Session 
 

Pursuant to the discussion in Executive Session and upon a motion by Mayor Lane and a 
second by Councilmember Lopez, the AMWUA Board of Directors unanimously voted to 
increase Mr. Tenney’s annual salary by 4%. 
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G.  Adjournment 
 

Upon a motion by Councilwoman Williams and a second by Councilmember Thompson, 
Mayor Lane unanimously adjourned the meeting at 11:41 a.m. 


