
 
 
Acre-foot (acre-ft) - the volume of water required to cover 1 acre of land (43,560 square feet) to a depth 
of 1 foot. Equal to 325,851 gallons or 1,233 cubic meters. 
 
Aquifer - a geologic formation(s) that is water bearing. A geological formation or structure that stores 
and/or transmits water, such as to wells and springs. Use of the term is usually restricted to those 
water-bearing formations capable of yielding water in sufficient quantity to constitute a usable supply 
for people's uses. 
 
Groundwater - (1) water that flows or seeps downward and saturates soil or rock, supplying springs and 
wells. The upper surface of the saturate zone is called the water table. (2) Water stored underground in 
rock crevices and in the pores of geologic materials that make up the Earth's crust. 

Groundwater recharge - inflow of water to a groundwater reservoir from the surface. Infiltration of 
precipitation and its movement to the water table is one form of natural recharge. Also, the volume of 
water added by this process. 

Hydrologic cycle - the cyclic transfer of water vapor from the Earth's surface via evapotranspiration into 
the atmosphere, from the atmosphere via precipitation back to earth, and through runoff into streams, 
rivers, and lakes, and ultimately into the oceans. 
 
Recharge - water added to an aquifer. For instance, rainfall that seeps into the ground 
 
Runoff - (1) That part of the precipitation, snow melt, or irrigation water that appears in uncontrolled 
surface streams, rivers, drains or sewers. Runoff may be classified according to speed of appearance 
after rainfall or melting snow as direct runoff or base runoff, and according to source as surface runoff, 
storm interflow, or groundwater runoff. (2) The total discharge described in (1), above, during a 
specified period of time. (3) Also defined as the depth to which a drainage area would be covered if all of 
the runoff for a given period of time were uniformly distributed over it. 
 
Seepage - (1) The slow movement of water through small cracks, pores, Interstices, etc., of a material 
into or out of a body of surface or subsurface water. (2) The loss of water by infiltration into the soil 
from a canal, ditches, laterals, watercourse, reservoir, storage facilities, or other body of water, or from a 
field. 
 
Surface water - water that is on the Earth's surface, such as in a stream, river, lake, or reservoir. 
 
Water cycle - the circuit of water movement from the oceans to the atmosphere and to the Earth and 
return to the atmosphere through various stages or processes such as precipitation, interception, runoff, 
infiltration, percolation, storage, evaporation, and transportation. 
 
Water table - the top of the water surface in the saturated part of an aquifer. 
 
Well (water) - an artificial excavation put down by any method for the purposes of withdrawing water 
from the underground aquifers. A bored, drilled, or driven shaft, or a dug hole whose depth is greater 
than the largest surface dimension and whose purpose is to reach underground water supplies or oil, or 
to store or bury fluids below ground. 

Withdrawal - water removed from a ground-or surface-water source for use. 

 


