Public Notice Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02

ARIZONA MUNICIPAL WATER USERS ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA
Thursday, October 28, 2021 – 11:00 a.m.
This meeting will be held as a Hybrid meeting.
Only AMWUA Board members may attend in person; Others are to join via Zoom.
Access this Link to join. Meeting ID: 831 7517 9724
(Option to join by phone: 602-753-0140, same Meeting ID as above)
A. Call to Order
B. General Business—Items for Discussion and Possible Action
1. Approval of the Minutes from the September 23, 2021 Meeting
2. Schedule Next Meeting Date: Thursday, December 2, 2021, 1:00 p.m.
3. Colorado River Shortage Update
4. 2022 AMWUA Legislative Agenda
5. AMI Presentation
6. Nominating Committee for AMWUA Board Officers
C. Executive Director’s Report
D. Future Agenda Items
E. Adjournment

*The order of the agenda may be altered or changed by the AMWUA Board of Directors. Members of the AMWUA Board of Directors
will attend by internet conferencing.
More information about AMWUA public meetings is available online at www.amwua.org/what-we-do/public-meetings, or by
request.
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AGENDA ITEM #1

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING MINUTES
September 23, 2021
ZOOM TELECONFERENCE

VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT
Councilmember Kevin Thompson, Mesa, President
Councilmember Bart Turner, Glendale, Vice President
Councilmember René Lopez, Chandler, Secretary-Treasurer
Councilmember Scott Anderson, Gilbert
Councilmember Bridget Binsbacher, Peoria
Councilmember Doreen Garlid, Tempe
Councilmember Sheri Lauritano, Goodyear
Councilmember Curtis Nielson, Avondale
Mayor David Ortega, Scottsdale
VOTING MEMBERS NOT PRESENT
Councilwoman Ann O’Brien, Phoenix
OTHERS PRESENT
Barry Aarons, The Aarons Co.
Patrick J. Adams, AMWUA
Alexis Apodaca, Chandler
Amy Arguilez, Gilbert
Michelle Barclay, AMWUA
Gretchen Baumgardner, Scottsdale
Kirk Beaty, Avondale
Anthony Beckham, SRP
Craig Caggiano, Tempe
Gregg Capps, Chandler
Cynthia Campbell, Phoenix

Jennifer Davidson, Avondale
Sam Draper, AMWUA
Paulette Fenderson, Phoenix
Kathy Ferris, AMWUA
Brett Fleck, Peoria
Lauren Hixson, Gilbert
Hayley Howard, The Aarons Co.
Simone Kjolsrud, AWBA
Karen Kruse, Phoenix
Jacob Perez Laurent, AMWUA
Terry, Piekarz, Tempe

Diana Pina, AMWUA
Cape Powers, Peoria
John Raeder, Goodyear
Amber Singer, ASU
Hannah Smith
Drew Swieczkowski, Glendale
Warren Tenney, AMWUA
Sheri Trapp, AMWUA
Theresa Ulmer, AMWUA
Austin Walker, AMWUA
Tammi Watson, CAP
Emily Webb, Peoria

A. Call to Order
Councilmember Thompson called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m.
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B. General Business – Items for Discussion and Possible Action
1. Approval of the Minutes from the August 26th, 2021 Meeting
Upon a motion made by Councilmember Garlid and a second from Mayor Ortega, the
AMWUA Board of Directors unanimously approved of the August 26th meeting minutes.
2. Schedule Next Meeting Date: Thursday, October 28, 2021, 11:00 a.m
3. Colorado River Shortage
Mr. Tenney reported that two new reports released by the Bureau of Reclamation reinforce
that conditions at Lake Powell and Lake Mead are even more concerning than previously
anticipated and how one year of poor hydrology can significantly impact the already
vulnerable Colorado River system. The inflows into Lake Powell this year were only 32% of
average and Lake Powell is currently less than 1/3 full. If extreme dry conditions continue into
the winter, water elevation could fall below levels impacting Glen Canyon Dam’s ability to
generate hydropower and affecting energy costs for entities in all seven Colorado River Basin
states, including some of our members.
This new information from Reclamation reaffirms the possibility that Lake Mead’s elevation
could fall to critical levels, including a Tier 2 shortage in 2023 and the growing possibility of a
Tier 3 shortage in 2025. Under DCP, if Lake Mead is projected to reach elevation 1,030 feet
during the next 24-months, the Secretary of the Interior and the Lower Basin States will
consult and determine additional measures to prevent Lake Mead’s levels from falling further
to 1,020 feet. Consultation has already begun, with Arizona, California, and Nevada discussing
various options and strategies that the Lower Basin States could take. Stakeholders such as
ADWR and CAWCD recognize that any plan to secure the resiliency of the Colorado River must
involve water users throughout the Basin.
Mr. Tenney reported that with deeper shortage on the River, CAP’s water delivery rates will
increase. AMWUA anticipates energy costs will rise, and the magnitude of the increase
depends on if Powell and Mead drop to levels that electricity cannot be generated within the
Western power grid. AMWUA has met with member utility finance teams to be certain there
is an understanding and preparation of the potential fiscal implications of the Colorado River
shortages. The AMWUA cities have prepared for this shortage scenario, and other scenarios,
to be able to meet the water needs of the customers they serve. Mr. Tenney reiterated that
these developments are an opportunity to further fortify all of our water resources and
engage with elected officials and the public about the importance of continual investment in
infrastructure and new technology.
Mayor Ortega commented that the City of Scottsdale has been employing actions following
their own Stage 1 drought preparedness plan and may expand upon their plans in the face of
these current reports.
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Councilmember Thompson asked what AMWUA can do for the members in response to the
Colorado River situation. Mr. Tenney reported that AMWUA will continue to facilitate
discussion among its members as well as with others, such as ADWR. In addition, AMWUA
will watch closely as the Lower Basin States construct a plan within the next 4 – 6 months to
prevent the fall of Lake Mead’s elevation levels, even after the application of DCP. Mr. Tenney
also mentioned that the Shortage Awareness Campaign will continue to evolve and so the
AMWUA members can continue to utilize the messaging as the situation on the Colorado
River develops.
4. Outdoor Water Initiatives
Sam Draper, Conservation & Efficiency Program Manager, reported on a new intiative from
AMWUA to research and develop outdoor water efficiency standards among members.
AMWUA staff has inventoried municipal water use ordinance information within a Municipal
Water Use Ordinance Summary tool, to provide AMWUA members a convenient means for
reviewing water use ordinances of their fellow member municipalities. The information
contained within this tool consist of excerpts from actual municipal codes to be analyzed by
members for internal planning purposes. AMWUA has identified ordinance categories
included as Best Management Practices in the Non-Per Capita Conservation Program for
members to focus possible ordinance efforts, such as landscape efficiency standards or
limitations on turf and water features.
Each AMWUA member has already implemented outdoor ordinances designed to conserve
water use and increase water efficiency within their own service areas. These ordinances help
cities meet and exceed State conservation requirements and support a community
conservation ethic among residents and businesses. This initiative has been designed to assist
AMWUA members, who are continually evaluating existing ordinance codes to further
advance their water conservation. AMWUA staff will draft ordinance concept papers to
outline key elements of the proposed model ordinances, reviewed and refined by both CEAG
and WRAG. Each paper is intended to create an overview of the proposed ordinance concept
that each member city may or may not apply towards their specific service area. This suite of
concepts will be presented to the AMWUA Management Board for feedback and then
presented to this Board in December.
Councilmember Garlid stated that this intiative is positive and proactive, and is looking
forward to the December presentation.
Councilmember Nielson commented that any new ordinances will need to be properly
distributed and communicated to all users, such as HOAs, in order to be effectively
implemented by all levels of water users.
Mayor Ortega asked if there was any possibility to involve the Governor’s Office along within
these ordinance initiatives. Councilmember Thompson asked for more information on other
avenues or task forces that the Governor may have implemented at the State level. Mr.
Tenney reported that there has been a lot of activity working to develop the 5th Management
Plan by ADWR, which will contain additional conservation requirements.
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Councilmember Binsbaucher expressed her support toward this ordinance initiative concept
and noted that every new intiaitive by members and stakeholders is an opportunity to
communicate with both the public and internal departments. In addition, Councilmember
Binsbacher asked if there was any communications support among the smaller municipalities
to promote conservation efforts in their own communities. Councilmember Thompson added
if whether small municipalities work directly with ADWR to promote conservation plans. Mr.
Tenney reported that all municipalities within one of the AMAs have specific conservation
requirements they must meet. AMWUA has provided resources on messaging to be used by
its members but also throughout the State by smaller municipalities.
Councilmember Turner expressed interest in this ordinance intiative since outdoor water use
is, on average, larger than indoor use and more susceptible to waste of water.
Councilmember Turner reiterated that conservation is important to all users, but it will not
be enough to solve the upcoming reductions or municipal adjustments being made due to
shortage.
Councilmember Anderson asked for clarification on whether Best Management Practices
have been used to develop the model ordinances provided in the suite. Sam Draper
responded that the model ordinances are using both Best Management Practices and existing
municipal ordinances that AMWUA members have already implemented successfully.
Councilmember Anderson commented that these ordinances may not be adaptable to all the
cities, as each contains their own specific management procedures. Mr. Tenney explained
that this package of ordinances is meant to be adjusted or adopted by a city to best fit their
own practices and needs.
5. Governor’s Water Augmentation Innovation & Conservation Council
Mr. Tenney reported that AMWUA has been actively participating in the Governor’s Water
Augmentation Innovation & Conservation Council. The Council has various committees
looking at long-term water augmentation, desalination and groundwater issues outside of the
AMAs. Cheryl Lombard of Valley Partnership and Warren Tenney are chairs of the Post 2025
AMAs Committee, having focused on solutions for three issues across all the AMAs –
Groundwater in the Assured Water Supply Program, Unreplenished Groundwater
Withdrawals, and the Hydrologic Disconnect. At each meeting, the Committee has had
discussions and suggestions surrounding these issues after presentations from regional
stakeholders. The Committee plans to continue meeting between October and December to
discuss the most realistic ideas to develop into solutions to support policy changes. Finally,
the Committee will then present general consensus policy proposals to the Council in
December before continuing this process again in 2022.
C. Executive Director’s Report
Mr. Tenney introduced the new Water Policy Analyst at AMWUA, Austin Walker. Mr. Walker has
a Masters of Science from the University of Arizona and has completed internships with the
Environmental Defense Fund and Arizona Land & Water Trust.
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Mr. Tenney reported that AMWUA is developing a legislative agenda that will be brought to the
Board in October. AMWUA and the Agribusiness Council are facilitating the Vetting Forum for
Water on October 12th, which is an opportunity for legislators and stakeholders to vet legislative
concepts before the session begins.
Mr. Tenney reported that AMWUA will be providing a presentation on AMI (Automated Metering
Infrastructure) to the AMWUA Board of Directors at the October meeting.
Mr. Tenney reported that the productive monsoon season has left the SRP’s reservoir system at
72% full.
D. Future Agenda Items
E. Adjournment
Councilmember Thompson adjourned the meeting at 11:57 a.m.
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AGENDA ITEM #3

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
INFORMATION SUMMARY
October 28, 2021

Colorado River Shortage Update
STRATEGIC PLAN REFERENCE
Colorado River Management & Shortage Preparation
Assist, monitor and coordinate on the impacts of shortage declarations on the Colorado River
along with the Reconsultation of the 2007 Colorado River Interim Guidelines to ensure our
members’ interests are forefront.
• Ongoing Coordination – Pursue opportunities to assist and synchronize continuing
preparation efforts.
• Enhanced Messaging – Facilitate the coordination of regional messages to ensure the
public and decision makers understand how Colorado River shortage affects our water
supplies; what our members have done, and continue to do, to prepare; our collective
resilience to shortages; and increase the visibility and frequency of conservation
awareness messaging.
Strategic Plan: Facilitate our Strength in Numbers, Collaborate and Advocate for Solutions,
Safeguard Water Supplies, Prepare for Impacts of Drought & Shortage, Minimize Financial
Impacts
SUMMARY
AMWUA staff will give an update regarding current Colorado River conditions and shortagerelated developments.
RECOMMENDATION
The AMWUA Board of Directors is encouraged to ask questions and discuss the Colorado River
conditions.
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AGENDA ITEM #4

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
INFORMATION SUMMARY
October 28, 2021

2022 AMWUA Legislative Agenda
ANNUAL PLAN REFERENCE
Legislation
Effectively advocate with one voice at the Legislature.
• Monitor, analyze and clarify state and federal legislation of interest to our members.
• Engage with legislators to inform them about the issues important to AMWUA including
identifying and working with legislators to champion water issues.
Strategic Plan: Collaborate and Advocate for Solutions, Safeguard Water Supplies, Reinforce
Groundwater Management, Prepare for Impacts of Drought & Shortage, Pursue Post-2025
Water Policy
SUMMARY
In coordination with AMWUA’s Legislative Contractor and the Water Resources Advisory Group,
AMWUA staff has developed a 2022 Legislative Agenda for the upcoming legislative session. This
Legislative Agenda outlines the principles and priorities that will guide Staff’s actions throughout
the session. These principles and priorities are consistent with the AMWUA Board’s existing
“Legislative Policies & Procedures” and the approved Annual and Strategic plans. The 2022
Legislative Agenda does not preclude AMWUA from taking a broader action on legislation that
may arise per AMWUA’s 2015 legislative policies and procedures.
Adoption of the 2022 Legislative Agenda will provide a useful tool for each of the AMWUA
members to incorporate into their individual legislative agendas and will increase collaboration
and coordination between AMWUA staff and each member’s InterGovs.
AMWUA staff reviewed this proposed legislative agenda with the Management Board at its
October 13, 2021 meeting. The Management Board voted to recommend that the AMWUA
Board of Directors adopt the proposed legislative agenda.
The following is AMWUA’s proposed state Legislative Agenda for 2022.
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Arizona Water Management
Uphold and enhance the Groundwater Management Code and the Assured & Adequate Water
Supply regulations to protect our members’ ability to serve their communities with assured,
safe, and sustainable water supplies.
Support legislation that reduces unreplenished groundwater withdrawals and moves the
Phoenix AMA closer to its goal of safe-yield, including proposals from the Governor’s Water
Augmentation, Innovation, and Conservation Council.

Colorado River Water
Support efforts to build resiliency for the Colorado River system while continuing to protect the
existing priorities, rights, and contracts of our members’ Colorado River water supplies.

Arizona State Agencies
Promote the efficient and effective performance of statutory responsibilities by the Arizona
Department of Water Resources and Arizona Department of Environmental Quality. Support
funding levels for ADWR that are necessary to hire and retain staff needed for the General
Stream Adjudication, data collection, groundwater modeling, and other key agency functions.
Support legislation that encourages investment in water infrastructure, including statutory
changes that promote the utilization of funds from the Water Infrastructure Finance Authority
(WIFA) of Arizona by local governments.

Water Efficiency and Conservation
Support legislation that encourages practical, effective water efficiency and conservation
measures.

Water Quality
Support legislative efforts to protect and improve the quality of AMWUA members’ water
supplies, including proposals to improve forest and watershed management. Support a
sustainable funding mechanism for the Arizona Water Quality Assurance Revolving Fund
(WQARF). Support efforts that advance direct potable reuse of recycled water supplies.

October 28, 2021 – AMWUA Board of Directors Meeting – Agenda Item #4

Page 2 of 3

RECOMMENDATION
The AMWUA Management Board recommends to the AMWUA Board of Directors adoption of
the proposed Legislative Agenda for the 2022 legislative session and consider including these
issues into their respective municipal legislative agendas.
Suggested Motion: I move for approval and adoption of the proposed 2022 Legislative Agenda.
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AGENDA ITEM #5

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
INFORMATION SUMMARY
October 28, 2021

AMI Presentation
ANNUAL PLAN REFERENCE
Demand Management & Efficiency
Continue to excel as a leader in water conservation by assisting our members in strategizing
demand management and in raising awareness about ongoing conservation efforts in order to
enhance water resource supply sustainability.
Strategic Plan: Facilitate our Strength in Numbers, Educate – Excel as an Expert and Resource,
Collaborate and Advocate for Solutions, Safeguard Water Supplies, Minimize Financial
Impact, Interconnect Disciplines
Finances & Water
Examine, analyze and influence water positions and policies that impact our members’ finances.
Strategic Plan: Collaboration and Advocate for Solutions, Safeguard Water Supplies, Prepare
for Impacts of Drought & Shortage, Minimize Financial Impacts
SUMMARY
At the August 26, 2021 AMWUA Board of Directors meeting, AMWUA staff were asked to provide
an overview about Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI) and its impact on the operations of
municipal utilities. AMI is an integrated system of equipment, communications, and information
management systems for utilities that use radio-based technology to remotely collect customer
water usage data from water meters in real time. AMWUA staff will give a presentation for the
Board of Directors feedback and review.
RECOMMENDATION
The AMWUA Board of Directors is encouraged to ask questions and discuss the AMI presentation.
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AGENDA ITEM #6

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
INFORMATION SUMMARY
October 28, 2021

Nominating Committee for AMWUA Board Officers
STRATEGIC PLAN REFERENCE
Operational Principles – Facilitate our Strength in Numbers

SUMMARY
The AMWUA Board of Directors is to elect a President, Vice President, and Secretary-Treasurer by its
December meeting. The officers serve from January 1, 2022 through December 31, 2022. To meet this
requirement, the current President of the Board is to appoint a three-member nominating committee to
recommend a slate of officers.
According to the AMWUA By-laws, the officers are to each have served on the current Board of Directors
at least from January 1, 2021 through December 31, 2021. Each officer must be able to serve for a one
year period. Each officer also may serve a minimum of one year and a maximum of two consecutive years
in the same position. A member of the Board of Directors may serve a maximum of six consecutive years
as an officer.
The Board members who meet the requirements to serve as President, Vice-President and SecretaryTreasurer are as follows: Councilmember Scott Anderson of Gilbert, Councilmember Doreen Garlid of
Tempe, Councilmember Sheri Lauritano of Goodyear, Councilmember René Lopez of Chandler,
Councilmember Curtis Nielson of Avondale, Mayor David Ortega of Scottsdale, Councilmember Kevin
Thompson of Mesa, and Councilmember Bart Turner of Glendale.
Any Board member who is interested in serving as an officer and meets the above-noted requirements
should submit a letter by November 12th to the Executive Director. All letters of interest will be forwarded
to the appointed nominating committee.

RECOMMENDATION
The President of the AMWUA Board of Directors is requested to appoint three members of the Board as
a nominating committee to recommend a slate of officers for President, Vice President and SecretaryTreasurer for calendar year 2022.
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