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WATER AGENCIES UNITE AND COMMIT TO REDUCING
DEMANDS ON COLORADO RIVER
Multi-agency agreement outlines best practices and water-saving actions to protect
water supplies serving 40 million Americans
Nov. 16, 2022 – Recognizing that a reliable water supply is critical to all economies and communities
relying on the drought-stricken Colorado River, more than 30 water agencies and providers have
committed to take additional actions to reducing water demands and helping protect the Colorado
River system.
Through a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that was delivered to the Bureau of Reclamation
Commissioner Camille Touton, municipal and public water providers in the Upper and Lower
Colorado River Basin affirmed their commitments to implement comprehensive and innovative water
conservation programs, initiatives, policies, and actions within their communities, including:
•
•
•
•

Expanding water efficiency programs for indoor and outdoor water use.
Implementing programs and policies reducing and replacing non-functional, decorative grass by
30 percent while protecting urban landscapes and trees canopies.
Increasing water reuse and recycling programs where feasible.
Implementing water efficiency strategies and best practices, such as water loss controls,
conservation-based rate structures, industrial and commercial conservation, land use
coordination and other suitable conservation strategies within each community.

“As we consider the long-term aridification of the Colorado River Basin, the math is simple: water
uses exceed water supplies,” said John Entsminger, General Manager of the Southern Nevada Water
Authority. “But solving that equation will require all Colorado River water users across every sector to
make hard decisions and be fully invested in water conservation if we are going to bring our shared
river system into balance.”
“This problem is of the highest magnitude, but collectively we have the resources to find the solution,”
said Brenda Burman, Executive Strategy Advisor of Central Arizona Project. “The path forward will
require all Colorado River water users to contribute, and Central Arizona Project continues to make
investments and commitments to support the Basin to reach a sustainable water future.”
“The significance of nearly 30 municipal and industrial providers of Colorado River water signing on
to this agreement is truly historic,” said Gene Shawcroft, General Manager of the Central Utah Water
Conservancy District. “The commitments of municipal and industrial water agencies in both the Upper
and Lower Colorado River Basins toward a unified approach to problem solving is critical in light of
the current drought conditions and historic low reservoir elevations confronting the basin. I hope this
agreement will provide an example of effective Basin-wide collaboration on the many Colorado River
issues we face now and into the future.”
“Forging a sustainable future for the Colorado River will take a commitment from all of us to use less
water. More than two dozen water agencies from cities across the Southwest have made this
commitment on behalf of the millions of people they serve,” said Adel Hagekhalil, General Manager
-MORE-

Colorado River Water Agencies Unite

Page 1/3

of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California. “This MOU is a key step towards bringing
the River into balance, and powerful proof that working together, we can build solutions.”
Under the MOU, each participating water provider will implement the conservation actions, programs
and/or policies most appropriate for its individual communities and water efficiency goals. While
these water agencies primarily represent urban water uses, which is only a small fraction of the
Colorado River’s total water consumption, the conservation strategies outlined will help reduce
demands and protect water levels in lakes Powell and Mead.
“A sustainable, long-term plan for the Colorado River Basin requires all water users to reduce water
demand commensurate with what the Colorado River can realistically supply given the new normal of
hotter, drier weather,” said Ron Burke, President and CEO of the Alliance for Water Efficiency. “To
this end, the Alliance for Water Efficiency commends the commitments from local water providers to
expand water efficiency and conservation programs.”
In a joint letter of support, seven environmental, conservation, and non-governmental organizations
called the MOU “an important step in the right direction,” further stating that “achieving these
commitments is a necessary first phase to preserve the longevity of the Basin.”
Today’s announcement builds upon an initial MOU executed in August 2022 between Aurora Water,
Denver Water, The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, Pueblo Water and Southern
Nevada Water Authority, significantly expanding participation and commitments from water providers
across the Basin to implement best practices to conserve and enhance water efficiency.
Links to the Memorandum of Understanding, Water Provider Letters, Joint Letter from NGOs and
Alliance for Water Efficiency Letter
Below is a list of all participating municipal and public water providers, as well as the respective
media contacts:
ARIZONA
Central Arizona Project
Crystal Thompson, cthompson@cap-az.com, 602-321-9349
DeEtte Person, dperson@cap-az.com, 480-620-7685
City of Chandler
Toni Smith, toni.smith@chandleraz.gov, 480-782-2701
City of Mesa
Weston Brown, weston.brown@mesaaz.gov, 480-644-5713
City of Peoria
Briana Cortinas, briana.cortinas@peoriaaz.gov, 623-773-7825
City of Phoenix
Michael Gertzman, michael.gertzman@phoenix.gov, 602-534-1209
Athena Sanchez, athena.sanchez@phoenix.gov, 602-261-8681
City of Tempe
Nikki Ripley, nikki_ripley@tempe.gov, 480-313-8850
City of Tucson
Andy Squire, andrew.squire@tucsonaz.gov, 520-306-0080
Scottsdale Water
Valerie Schneider, vschneider@scottsdaleaz.gov, 480-312-5689
Town of Gilbert
Kelsey Perry, kelsey.perry@gilbertaz.gov, 480-273-0398
CALIFORNIA
City of Burbank Water and Power
Jeannine Edwards, jjedwards@burbankca.gov, 818-238-3856 or 818-561-8019
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City of Santa Monica
Constance Farrell, constance.farrell@santamonica.gov, 424-280-0008
Coachella Valley Water District
Lorraine Garcia, lorraine.garcia@cvwd.org, 760-398-2661 x2549
Eastern Municipal Water District
EMWD, Public and Government Affairs Department, 951-928-3777 x4219
Foothill Municipal Water District
Nina Jazmadarian, nina.jaz@fmwd.com, 818-790-4036 x102
Long Beach Water
Lauren Gold Howland, lauren.howland@lbwater.org, 562-570-2314
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Rebecca Kimitch, rkimitch@mwdh2o.com, 202-821-5253
Maritza Fairfield, mfairfield@mwdh2o.com, 909-816-7722
Rancho California Water District
Kimy Wall, wallk@ranchowater.com, 951-401-9587
San Diego County Water Authority
Mike Lee, mlee@sdcwa.org, 760-208-0588
Western Municipal Water District
Grace Cardenas, gcardenas1@wmwd.com, 951-290-7026
COLORADO
Aurora Water
Greg Baker, gbaker@auroragov.org, 303-739-7081
Castle Rock Water
Carrie Mahan Groce, cmahangroce@crgov.com, 303-660-1381
Colorado Springs Utilities
Jennifer Jordan, jbjordan@csu.org, 719-668-3848
Denver Water
Todd Hartman, todd.hartman@denverwater.org, Media line: 303-628-6700
Travis Thompson, travis.thompson@denverwater.org, Media line: 303-628-6700
Pueblo Water
Joe Cervi, jcervi@pueblowater.org, 719-584-0212
Southeastern Colorado Water Conservancy District
Chris Woodka, chris@secwcd.com, 719-766-4253
NEVADA
Southern Nevada Water Authority
Bronson Mack, bronson.mack@snwa.com, 702-822-8543
NEW MEXICO
Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority
David Morris, dmorris@abcwua.org, 505-264-5691
City of Santa Fe
Christine Chavez, cychavez@santafenm.gov, 505-955-4219
UTAH
Central Utah Water Conservancy District
Lisa Anderson, landerson@cuwcd.com, 801-226-7100
Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District
Matt Olsen, matto@jvwcd.org, 801-565-4300
Salt Lake City Department of Public Utilities
Chloe Morroni, chloe.morroni@slcgov.com, 801-702-0801
Washington County Water Conservancy District
Karry Rathje, karry@wcwcd.org, 435-668-5622
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